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“The purpose of this club shall to be to 
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interest of yachting and related activities 
involving nautical experience acquired 
through the love of sport rather than 
through necessity or the hope of gain.”
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Commodore - Jerry Kaufman
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As I sit down to write this message, I am thinking where did all the time go. The last 
three years seem to have disappeared in a flash. Here I am writing my last article for 
the Periplus and I am full of gratitude. I have learned what a complex organization we 
have in PCYC. It is a yacht club, a social club, a nonprofit, a marina manager, a PCYF 
supporter, a full-time restaurant and bar, a leading presence and major employer in 
Channel Islands Harbor, a top sailing and cruising club, a club with great members, 
and dedicated staff, and a club that has a premier reputation. It has been my honor to 
have led this organization for 2018. I would like to thank all of the members who have 
volunteered to make sure we continue on our path of excellence.

At the end of their service on the Bridge, I am fairly certain every Commodore has 
something that is unfinished, that is very important to them. In my case, it is membership. It has been many years 
since we have achieved our maximum of 400 regular members. Each year we seem to keep a bit less than, even 
with the natural attrition rate; but in spite of yeoman efforts by our Membership Committee, we have yet to grow 
our Club. We must keep our eyes on the prize and really work at bringing in new members. Hopefully, with our 
new social media efforts and you all giving our Front Desk the names and/or addresses of attractive candidates 
we can increase our numbers. One of the greatest things for me in the last few years has been meeting the new 
members. They have all proven to be astute, multifacted, and a joy to be around. So keep extending your hand in 
friendship, you won’t regret it.

I would like to recognize this month’s unsung volunteer, April Williams. April has planned a series of fun parties 
for our Junior Fleet. The kids are having a great time. April, you will make a great addition to our Board.

Coming up this month is the Annual Thanksgiving Champagne Buffet, and in December, we have Change of 
Watch, Parade of Lights, the Family Holiday Show, directed by Doris Melillo and Graham Wilson, and an 
extraordinary “Silver Soiree” New Year’s Eve Party. See you all there!

And for the last time, thanks for the opportunity.

Save the Date
Change of Watch 

Saturday, December 1st, 2018

in the PCYC Main Dining Room

6:00-6:45 PM Cocktails
6:50 PM Dinner

Reservations 1.805.985.7292
Black Tie Prefferred
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Rear Commodore - John Gaddis
NOVEMBER SOCIAL CELEBRATION - As a member of the Bridge, I want to stress how 
important it is for all members to come to the Club @ 9:00 AM on November 3rd for the Annual 
Meeting.
I also hope you’ll be around in the evening for the November social celebration. This month’s 
event will feature a tropical island vibe, with special emphasis on the old television show 
Gilligan’s Island. The party will honor Lost Island Yacht Club’s Past Commodore Thurston 
Howell III and include a trivia contest with prizes. Music for the event will include steel drum 
& island guitar musicians throughout the evening. There will also be a “Corn Hole” tournament 
by the pool.
The cost for this fun evening is $29.95++ for adults and $10.95++ for Junior Fleet. Don’t forget 
to bring your best bottle of wine as we will be having $2.00 corkage all night. The attire is 

Gilligan’s Island Tropical. Hope to see you there.
LADIES WHO DO LUNCH - The October Ladies Who Do Lunch Luncheon and Fashion Show was held on October 
11 and it was a sold-out event. The over 140 ladies who attended the luncheon included PCYC members, member friends 
& family and cancer survivors. Thanks to the hard work of the many volunteers involved (see the LWDL article), the event 
raised over $14,000 to help cancer patients at St. John’s Cancer Center with wigs, prosthesis and other care items.
I want to thank event chair, Rosemary Tobin, and all who participated in the event for making this luncheon a success.
53RD ANNUAL PARADE OF LIGHTS - As I have written before, I am looking for members to volunteer for Parade of 
Lights. The theme for this year’s 53rd Annual Parade of Lights at Channel Islands Harbor is “Heroes on Holiday.”
I am beginning to put together a committee to defend last year’s first place trophy. This committee will bring their ideas and 
visions together to creatively and proudly represent PCYC in our harbor. I hope you will consider taking the time to participate 
in this fun event.
Send me an email at johnwgaddis@gmail.com to get involved or call me at 661-974-6286.

SAVE THE DATE FOR DECEMBER LADIES WHO DO LUNCH
Thursday, December 13th at 11:00 AM

This wonderful holiday luncheon sells out; please make reservations early!
Decorate your table, shop, and enjoy lunch and great company.

Please join us!
-Audrey Keller & Vikki Diaz



In General - Don Meyers
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With the Holidays quickly approaching, I’d like to remind all of you to keep PCYC 
in mind for hosting your family dinners, work parties, and any other festive occasion 
you may be planning. We would love to make it easier on you by bringing your parties 
here to the Club – so you can relax and enjoy the festivities and leave the work to us!

This is an exciting time for our Club as well, with our Thanksgiving Champagne 
Buffet, Family Holiday Show, Final Board Meeting with the 2018 Board and Bridge, 
Annual Meeting and Election, and Change of Watch. I know I have not met every 
member personally yet, but I do hope that I will have the opportunity to do so during 
this fun and eventful Holiday Season...

On behalf of the entire PCYC staff, we wish you all Happy Holidays!

PCYC FAMILY HOLIDAY SHOW & DINNER  
Do you or your talented child and/or grandchild like to perform? Then volunteer for fun!

Saturday, December 15th, PCYC will celebrate the holidays with a Family Holiday Show. Members, their chil-
dren and/or grandchildren will perform for our members, their families, neighbors and friends. 

Saturday morning, December 15th:

			   10:00 AM dress rehearsal for cast and crew

	  		

Saturday evening, December 15th:

			   5:00 PM Cocktails

	  		  5:30 PM Dinner

	  		  6:30 PM ShowTime 

If you would like to be a part of the show, either behind the scenes or on stage as a performer, please call: Doris 
Melillo at 1-805-985-5601, or e-mail at alaimodori@yahoo.com

All members, their families, friends, and neighbors will be invited.

Reservations will be necessary.
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BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAY

2    Douglas Adams	 10    Bill Lajoie	 18    Katharine White	 23    George Milder	 29    Donna Nighbert
3    John McKinney	 10    Monika Real	 18    Adail Gayhart	 23    Craig Eichman	 29    Jim Bizzelle
5    Konstantin Gontmaher	 10    Patsy Fitch	 18    Chuck Rowland	 25    George Kafrouni	
7    Elaine Bradish	 11    Jody Cromer	 18    Vikki Diaz	 25    Monika Sunder	
9    Marji Miller	 12    Jane Totten	 20    Jerry Kaufman	 26    Mary Ellen Bandy	
9    Davey Donate	 13    Susan Kaufman	 20    Richard Mack	 26    Doug Russell	
10    Kim Henriksen	 16    Tommy Lee	 21    Kim Dolan-Cole	 27    George Bregante	
10    Ron Johnson	 17    Frances Clarke	 22    Timmy Burrows	 28    Debbie Woerner	

HAPPY NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARY

3    Eddie & Tracy Van Fossen 10    Klaus & Monika Sunder	 24    Dan & Kym Citera	
5    George & Norma Reber	 11    Heidi & Andrew McKenna	 24    Jim & Debbie Ferraro	
7    Steve & Michelle Duddy	 14    Charlene & Mark Case	 25    Scott & Kay Harrison	
8    Dan & Patty McInnes	 15    Al & Francine Reilly	 28    Brad & Claire Plunkett
9    Steven & Laurie Weiss	 23    Elaine & Robert Bradish	
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PCYF - Jack Schuler & Cheryl McMichael
The mission of the Pacific Corinthian Youth Foundation is to teach 
kids to sail and to add to the quality of their lives by teaching them 
seamanship, teamwork, individual responsibility, self-respect, 
integrity, and love of the sea. Our mission was accomplished in 
spades this sailing season. Over 160 children learned to sail this 
summer over 4 two week sailing camp sessions. Because of 
generous contributions and support of PCYC club members 
over 50 children from low income families got to participate and 
learn to sail this summer - something that they may never 
otherwise have had the chance to experience.
I would particularly like to thank those Club members who 

came to our support when a number of our training boats needed to be replaced this year. Because of their generous 
contributions we were able to add six desperately needed new Optimist training boats to our fleet. Five of those new 
boats and some of the happy children that got to use them this summer are in the picture on the cover of this edition 
of the Periplus.

Lifetime member, Jane Totten, recently celebrated the life of Warren Totten, her husband of 70 years and PCYC 
Staff Commodore. As the Totten family shared their memories with friends and club members, we were treated to 
stories of Warren teaching his girls to sail. Warren was an engineer, a former Navy Ensign, and lifetime sailor at 
heart. Upon Jane’s request in lieu of flowers, many generous donations were made to PCYF. 
To honor Warren’s memory and as a tribute to Jane’s thoughtfulness, PCYF has created the Warren Totten 
Memorial Scholarship. It will be a two week session awarded during the 2019 summer sailing camp.
In the last couple of weeks letters went out to all members encouraging your tax deductible annual contributions 
to PCYF. A new perpetual donor plaque is displayed at PCYC commemorating all those who annually support the 
PACIFIC CORINTHIAN YOUTH FOUNDATION, now in its twenty-sixth anniversary year. 
We hope to see all of your children and grandchildren learning to sail with us next summer. In the meanwhile, fair 
winds and following seas. Enjoy the Holiday Season. See you on the water!



8www.pcyc.org



9www.pcyc.org



10www.pcyc.org

PCYC Cruisers Drive-up - Ron Dreher

On October 6th PCYC cruisers embarked to Ventura Harbor on the third of the PCYC Mini Cruiser Series. This is 
the first year of the PCYC Mini Cruiser Series. These cruises are designed to be a five to six hour adventure. This 
makes them very easy to attend! We have also made it easy for landlubbers to participate as well. As a result we 
have had a record number of Landlubbers join us! Who knows maybe some Landlubbers will become Cruisers. 
This year we did a Grey whale watching trip with four boats participating and two cruises to Ventura. This latest 
trip we met at Margarita Villa for some exquisite Mexican cuisine. Thirty plus club members attended. A fun time 
was had by all. We also had two new members join us, Suzanne Cloutier and Dr Rick Garrison. Suzanne has a 
Catalina 32 and keeps her boat at Pacific Corinthian Marina. Rick hails from Valencia and is considering getting 
a boat again. For more information on these popular mini cruises consider joining the PCYC. Cruisers group on 
Facebook. Notices are also sent out via the front desk. Or email me at ron@tmrep.net. Life is short. Go Cruising. 
Get involved, you won’t regret it!
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Jr. Fleet “Anyone Can Cook” - April Williams

On September 30th, our wonderful PCYC staff transformed the board room into a little kitchen to build delicious 
pizza creations. With 40 members & guests, we had a very successful turnout! Little chefs loaded up their pizzas 
while Disney’s ‘Ratatouille’ brought big smiles and laughs!

We concluded the night with a dance-off and learned new moves like the Hype, Floss, and Tidy. Did you see “The 
Carleton” on Dancing with the Stars? Yes, we attempted that one too.

Family events like these are wonderful for all ages and help make this multigenerational club so special. A big 
thank you to all the members for supporting our Junior Fleet Chefs! 

PCYC Thanksgiving Champagne Buffet
Thursday, November 22nd, 2018

12:00 PM - 4:00 PM
Adults $36.00 ++

Reservations 1.805.985.7292

Jr. Fleet $10.95 ++
Thanksgiving at Home, No Cooking?

Take-Home Options Available*

Feast $199.95 ++

Turkey Only $99.95 ++

Limited Supply; Pick-up on Thanksgiving Day*



Summer Slam 2018 Awards Banquet - Mike & Gina Haase
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This year marked another great fishing season and the leaderboard changed numerous times with a variety of fish 
caught. Everyone who participated had the oppertunity to catch all kinds of different species. Brian Haase on 
his boat, Squid Inc, won the tournament with his son, Austin, with the largest Halibut and White Sea Bass. Mike 
Becker had the largest fish overall. It was a Blue Fin Tuna weighing in at 117 pounds. We hope to see the folks 
from this year back next season, and hopefully, some new faces, too. See you on the water!

Cruising - Tom Shideler
Another Club year has passed so quickly. Time does fly when you are having fun. I 
want to thank Joe Vetrano for doing a great job as Race Committee Chairman. Knee 
surgery didn’t even slow him down. This season we have consistently had three boats 
racing. They were Rumbylowe owned by Diane Landry and skippered by Doug Russell, 
Club boat Selavy skippered by Bill Schneberg, and RBoat owned and skippered by David 
Romano. I also want to thank Ron Dreher with his boat Islander for organizing whale 
watching excursions and “mini-cruisers” to Ventura.

Club cruising was a little lackluster this season. Perhaps next year more members will 
have the opportunity to learn, or remember, how enjoyable those experiences can be.
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Membership - Nancy McGinnis & Martha Baskerville
Please welcome our “new” members to PCYC! “New” is 
in quotations, because two of the memberships are people 
who rejoined the Club...MIKE & LAURIE ALLEN and 
MARSHA LANDRETH! Our newer New Members are 
ERITH & KARINA CATLETT! We are glad to have all 
of you aboard!

As the 2018 Holiday Season picks up speed, remember to 
avail yourself of the many benefits of PCYC membership: 
Special Holiday Parties Abound! There is the always the 
delicious Thanksgiving Champagne Buffet. December 
brings one of PCYC’s best traditions, Change of Watch. 
Then comes the magical Parade of Lights. The spectacular 

New Year’s Eve Party is sure to provide a glamorous close to the holiday festivities. 

In between all of these scheduled celebrations, you can create a holiday party of your own at your Club! Invite 
family and friends over to enjoy our beautiful facility, its wonderful food, and warm, friendly members and staff 
at PCYC!

Remember: PCYC Members are our best advertisement. Bring people to the Club or invite them to stop by for a 
private tour Wednesday - Sunday!

Bylaws - Doris Melillo
The Bylaws Committee, in compliance with Clubhouse Rule #21 Notification, hereby notifies the membership of 
the following additions to Clubhouse Rule #7 approved by the Board of Directors.
7. Guest Policy and Member Responsibility: “ . . . All guests shall register at the Front Desk where they will be 
required to show proper identification such as driver’s license, identification card or current reciprocal membership 
card. The guest shall be issued a guest badge and shall wear the guest badge, or have it with them, at all times in 
and around the Club . . . ”
Personal Care Attendant: The personal care attendant of a disabled member may attend the club in the company 
of and at the expense of the member without frequency limitation. For this purpose, a personal care attendant is 
someone employed specifically to help the disabled member meet his or her personal needs. The member shall 
notify club management of the need for and identity of their personal care attendant.
Past Commodores: A Board designated Past Commodore (“PC”) of the Club, meaning he/she is no longer a 
member, may only use the Club’s dining and bar facility as a guest of the Club without frequency limitation. The 
PC may attend the Club with his/her spouse, registered domestic partner, or co-habitant as defined in Bylaw Article 
5.3 as “co-applicant”; however, the co-applicant is a guest of the PC and is subject to the frequency limitations of 
Clubhouse Rule #7.
The Board also approved the addition of Clubhouse Rule #27 that states:
27. Substance Abuse: No member or guest shall bring to and/or consume or sell on the Club’s premises any 
controlled substance that is illegal under State or Federal law. The use of or being under the influence of drugs is 
inconsistent with the behavior expected of members and their guests. Further, even the misuse of prescribed and/
or over the counter drugs may subject employees, Club members, and guests to unacceptable safety risks that 
undermine the Club’s ability to operate safely, effectively and efficiently.
NOTE: To all members, co-applicants and guests, for complete amendments and additions, see the Clubhouse 
Rules posted on the bulletin board in the Club lobby or in the new 2019 Roster to be issued in January.
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New Member Spotlight - Rick Eberst
Steve and Rita Emerson originally came to the Oxnard beaches to visit friends. After a short time, 
they fell in love with the area and in 1994 bought a lot on the ocean front, built a new home and 
moved in 1997. Initially, it was mostly a weekend home, but recently it has become their four-day 
retreat paradise. They are exceptionally happy they bought their lot while there was still some 
ocean front lot space!
Rita grew up in New Jersey and moved to California in 1969. She attended CSU Northridge and 
majored in Physical Geography. Upon graduation, she went to work for a non-profit that focused on 
earthquake preparedness for schools and major businesses. After five years, her brother contracted 
cancer and she decided to learn as much about the disease as possible. She began working as a 
Cancer Information Specialist at UCLA in a center funded by the National Cancer Institute. After 
the 9/11 attack, she earned her Master’s in Public Health from CSUN, with a focus on bio-terrorism 

prevention. Eventually, she created a new education organization, PATH (People Assisting the Homeless), which offers assistance 
to the homeless so they can successfully re-join the work force.
Steve is a Los Angeles native whose parents emigrated from Europe before WWII. His father was a rocket scientist and his 
mother was an art historian. Steve graduated with a business degree from UCLA and his MBA is from USC. He initially 
worked as a security analyst with large companies like Transamerica. But for the last 50 years he has focused on managing his 
own investment company, the Emerson Investment Group, which focuses on managing the Emerson Family Foundation, a 
non-profit organization designed to support the state of Israel. 
Rita’s and Steve’s personal passion is with international, tandem bicycling, which has taken them to countries such as Portugal, 
France, Italy and Spain, with recent trips through Ukraine and New Zealand. However, their most challenging trek was through 
Glacier National Park, where they cycled to the top of Continental Divide. They both also enjoy daily swimming and recently 
built a large lap pool at their LA home.
Together they have a 40 year old son, Brian, who lives in LA and works as a digital animator. Their older son, Alleghany, is a 
ceramic potter, who lives in Colorado with their three grandchildren ages 19, 11 and 9. 
They joined PCYC in large part due to the influence of Barbara and Tom Quigan, who are their neighbors and close friends. 
What they love most about the Club, so far, are the great members they have met, the beautiful, full-service, fine dining room, 
and the Club’s welcoming social atmosphere. They see it as a great place to chill out and relax after their hectic LA life. They are 
especially looking forward to using the Club’s water toys, learning more about the Club’s nautical traditions, and participating in 
the Club’s wonderful parties. Welcome Steve and Rita!

Roster Information Update Forms have been mailed out.
Please check your mail & verify your information is correct.

If you wish to update or add a photo of yourself & 
whomsoever is on your membership for the 2019 roster,

please send the photo to frontdesk@pcyc.org

Regarding the 2019 Roster
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Fleet Captain Sail - Joe Vetrano
Race results:

TGIS #1 September 23

1st place Rumbylowe Doug Russell

2nd place Selavy Bill Schneberg

3rd place R Boat David Romano

TGIS #2 October 14

Spinnaker class:

1st Predator Larry Listing

2nd Rambunctious Jerry Roth

Non-Spinnaker class:

1st place Rumbylowe Doug Russell

2nd place R Boat David Romano

3rd place Selavy Bill Schneberg

I’d like to report on an event I was involved in that might be of interest to our membership. A couple months ago the Department 
of Defense approached our Director Henry Goldman for assistance in training Wounded Warriors to compete in sailing events at 
the Invictus Games in Sydney in late October. These games were first held in 2014 and have Britain’s Prince Harry as a favorite 
supporter.

Henry asked me to establish a Sailing training program for team members who had little or no sailing experience and have 
varying disabilities. These men & women also compete in other events in Sydney.

Henry acquired a commitment from the US Coast Guard station in Channel Islands Harbor to use their classroom and dock. I 
contacted Mike Hopper from Pierpont Bay Yacht Club and John Chille from the Ventura City Sailing Center to be on-the-water 
instructors.

After four days of intensive training, we had an enthusiastic team able to competently race against other nation’s 
disabled military sailors. Both Henry and myself are proud to have done our part to enable these Warriors to do their best 
in Sydney. The US Sailing Team finished 5th out of 11 boats, beating both Great

Britain and New Zealand teams. The Australians took the gold.

Great effort by the US Wounded Warriors

Upcoming races:

November 4 TGIS Fall Serires #3 PCYC

November 17 Two Harbors Fall Series #2 AYC/PBYC

November 24 Wild Turkey Classic Plastic VSC

December 1 Two Harbors Fall Series #3 AYC/PBYC 



2600 South Harbor Blvd.
Channel Islands Harbor, CA, 93035

The October Luncheon and Fashion Show was a huge success. We asked each table hostess to put together a basket for our silent auction. 
Some hostesses donated their entire basket, while others asked their guests to help create donations. Some of the fabulous donations we 
received were of wine, spa items, restaurant gift certificates, hand-painted wine glasses, pumpkin fall center pieces, custom-made orchid 
arrangements, Kate Spade and Brighten purses, and much more. The live auction included: a harbor cruise and gourmet lunch for six by 
Jeri Sutherling and Ellen Torin, a three hour cruise aboard the Beckwith’s Tiki Bar with wine and hors d’oevures for six, a sail to Anacapa 
Island aboard Cherrio II with lunch and McNish estate wine for four, and dinner for four at Ventura County Fire Station #53. The thank 
you list is too long to include here, but we thank all of our donors for their support and generosity. 
It was a sold out event with over 140 ladies attending, many putting together tables of not only members, but also friends, family, and 
cancer survivors. There was a fashion show with clothes from Pegboard Highway and jewelry from Creative Ego. Our models were 
April Williams, Char Holiday, Sarah Kelleher, Susan Peck, Lyn Taylor, Nancy Mc Ginnes, Catherine French, and Monica Shideler. Our 
tuxedoed male escorts were Al Lorenzen and Ralph Roussey. 
 We raised over $13,000 to help cancer patients at St. John’s Cancer Center with wigs, prosthesis, and other care items. St. John’s Cancer 
Center does not charge for their services, so the money raised will benefit upwards of 100 patients. If you know someone who could use 
their help, are interested in learning more about their program, or want to do get involved, you can contact St. John’s at 1-805-988-2641.
It takes a great crew to put together an event of this magnitude, and we had one in spades. My sincerest thanks to Karen Lorenzen (Silent 
Auction), Nancy Mc Ginnis (Auctioneer), Marji Miller (Center Pieces), Kathy Smith (Fashion Show), Kathy Bashaw and Pam Miller 
for all their input and enthusiasm, Kathleen Stevens for her generous donation of 12 bottles of wine, Cathy Vetrano, Sheryl Hawkins and 
Doris Melillo for their last minute help with set up, Cheryl Mc Michael for taking pictures during our event, and last but certainly not least, 
for their help before during and after the luncheon, Don, Chef Rafael, the kitchen and wait staff, Controller Pam and Som, and Rudy for 
going above and beyond to make it happen.

Ladies Who Do Lunch - Rosemary Tobin


